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SECTION ONE

MAGAZ 1 N E PAG
The Original Cable Tow Proofs

he following pages appear to be original proofs

of the classic Why Is It? feature prepared for

publication in Cable Tow magazine. Written by
Adolph Strauss and illustrated by professional
cartoonists, the feature appeared in Cable Tow
during the mid-twentieth century.

These sheets appear to be working or proof
versions rather than pages removed from the
finished magazine; notably, they lack the
magazine’s usual headers and footers.

Preserved among Adolph Strauss’s personal
papers—and kept for decades in his briefcase—
these sheets provide a remarkable record of '
Why Is 1t? as it was prepared for publication.

= S

Why is it that the minute certain
individuals mislay an item they
immediately accuse someone

of stealing it?

X
It is amazing how some individuals
can blow up trivial matters into
the status of an important issue.
Why is it?

X
There is something impelling
about the contents of certain
letters that prompts us to reread
them at every opportunity. Why is
it that no matter how many times
we go over them we find something
new with every reading?

The advertisers in THE CABLE T OW deserve your business.


Larry Feldman
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MAGAZINE PROOFS

GEORGE J. EVANS JR.

S gned magazine proofs

The following proofs contain artwork signed by George J. Evans Jr.
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Why is it that the guys who were try-
ing to pull the ladder from under you
while you were sweating it out are the
first to call you their friend when you
rcach the goal they vainly tried to upset?

Why is it that some lazybones will
never make an attempt to get out of a
rut and wonder why they do not make
any headway?

Why is it that some guys never seem
to hear opportunity knocking but are
always knocking those who answer the
call?

Why is it that certain guys are always
seeking advice, but if the advice given is
contrary to their own preconceived no-
tion of what the advice should be they
will turn a deaf car to the counsel given?

Pade 8

isit)

Some guys have that faculty of know-
ing more how another person will react
to certain comments than the person in
question knows himselfl. Why is it?

Why is it that certain palookas will
think the worst about another person
regardless of the evidence to the con-
trary? Once these giant pin heads make
up their minds that such-and-such is the
case there is no turning back,

It is strange indeed that some guys
who make it a habit to kick the man
who is down will invariably find that
when they themselves are down there is
always someone ecager to lend them a
helping hand. Why is it?

Arene =

(¢ 4

_ After waiting around for what seems like a dog's age before a waitress recog-
nizes your presence, why is it that when she finally arrives at your table she ex-
pects you to shoot your orders to her at jet-propelled speed? From her pained ex-
pression you might think that she is standing on red hot coals skin ‘deep and that
unless your orders are given her immediately she will fry!

The advertisers in THE CA B LR T O W deserve your business.
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Why is it that some guys won't lift a finger to help
get an idea in motion but when the going is grand they
want to get into the act?

Why is it that when you don’t give a tinker's cuss
how you swing a golf club your shots are terrific hut
when you try hard to win your shots stink?

It seems that the bigger the business exccutive the
more casily he frightens when the sales graph shows a
slight turn downward?  Why is it?

Why is it that some individuals feel that they are not
getting their money's worth unless they can buy every-
thing for less than the price asked?

Why is it that the individual who is well informed
feels that there is much more to be learned while the
guy who knows very little thinks he knows it all?
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It is difficult to get some men away from their homes
for an evening. Why is it that once they get out for an
evening they want to go out every nite?

Why is it that some of these so-called “million dollar”
ideas fizzle out when put into practice while those that
look like duds wind up to be fortune builders?

Some individuals are so difficult to convince that no
matter what amount of persuasion you use you can’t get
them to yield a point. Why is it that when their theories
are finally proven to be all wet they will shrug their
shoulders and nonchalantly say. “Well, s0o I made a
mistake”™? But that isn’t all. After one simmers down
they come up with another.



ILLUSTRATIONS BY G T. EVANS

Why is it that some individuals have
that King Midas touch that no matter
what they put their fingers to turns
into gold, while others are such great
chemists that everything they touch
turns into so much apple sauce?

li10 WiNDOW H

Why is it that certain individuals
will buy every conceivable racing
form, handicappers’ dope sheet, news-
paper, etc., in order to pick a winning
horse, but when it comes time to put
their money on the line they play their
own hunches?

e T L O T O T L R O T L L T A O e T L T LTI TS

A man feels that he has atlained a fair
measure of success when he has more money
than his needs require, but to the younger
members of his family he is a total flop be-
cause he can't converse with them in High

School French. Why is it?

Page 8

Why is it that when we have
many things to do we want to
do still more, but when we have
ample time to do many chores, we
don't feel in the mood to do any-
thing?

........................... I I T I
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Why is it that certain worry-
torn business executives envy
the little fellow his small re-
sponsibilities and the little fel-
low envys the big man his big-
ness and sums it up this way,
“If I had his money, I wouldn't
have a thing to worry about”?

SARA A BARARRAARARARASARARARARARA RS

Why is it that when we have so
much to say our mind goes blank and
silence reigns supreme when we come
face to face with the individual for
whom we have prepared our attack?

Why is it when your guests are viewing the show you have
been raving about so much, the television set goes crazy in
the middle of the program? No audio—no video—sometimes
audio, but no video, bul always no sanity for the host.

The advertisersin THE CA BLE T O W deserve your business.
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Then we have the not-so-progressive merchant
who places a picture of Santa Claus in his win-
dow or plasters it on the side of his building
but who neglects to 1emove it after the Christmas
season is over. It stays on his window and wall
so long that strangers passing his store, many
weeks prior to the next Christmas season, may
think that here is a wide-awake merchant stealing
a march on his competitors.

Your advertisement in T H E

L R S S

IT is interesting to note that there are so many
occurrences in the course of our daily experiences
that can be likened to the dormancy of a broken
down clock. Strangely enough a broken down
Clock, hidden away in an attic, is accurate twice
every twenty-four hours. It may be only for a
fleeting moment but it’s accurate nevertheless.
Which proves that if you stay put in one spot
long enough things will eventually come your
way. Just for the fun of it lel’s cite a few cases:

Let’s take the guy with the depression minded
obsession. These fellows are forever predicting
a slump in business even in the midst of a pros-
perity wave. If they shout long enough they are
bound to see their dire predictions materialized
. .. and when it does they will boast that “I told
vou so” . . . even tho business may have gone
thru a series of good husiness cycles in the
interim.

Then in this corner we have the guy who is
always belly-aching and grumbling. He keeps
telling one and all that things are really tough
with him when you know conditions to be other-
wise. But when matters do get rough with him
we are inclined to attribute his miserable habits
to his misfortune.

And we have the hotel manager who during
the war plastered his bathroom mirrors with
decalcomanias bearing the dé<tiption, “Turn
out all lights when leaving room.” “Conserve
vital fuel.” Instead of removing the sign when
the emergency was over he kept them intact . . .
with the result that during the recent coal strike
you didn’t know whether they forgol to remove
them before or were put up for the new
emergency.

CABLE TOW will pay big dividends.

Page 11



MAGAZINE PROOFS

L. D. WARREN

S gned magazine proofs

The following proofs contain artwork signed by L. D. Warren.
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Why is it that some guys seem to
think that they have a monopoly on
headaches? They imagine that theirs is
the world’s biggest head splitter until
they hear the other guy's tale of woe.
Then, and only then do they realize
that by comparison their problems are
not so bad after all?

Why is it that some guys confuse big-
ness with greatness?

NI

Alter working alongside an experi-
enced executive some individuals imag-
ine that they can do as well by them-
selves, but when the onus is on their
shoulders they find that that which
looked casy is not so ecasy as it looks.
Why is it?

The products and the services of THE CA B L E

. REGISTERED IN'US. PATENT OFFICE
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Why is it that when you anticipate
a grand “hello” from a person you
haven’t seen for a long, long time, you
get a reception that is reserved only for
aeditors and subpoena servers?

Why is it that the guy who will not
tolerate any interference or interruption
of his conferences will not hesitate to
break in unceremoniously into another’s
private discussion?

Why is it that no matter how many
errors some individuals make they suc-
ceed in spite of their deficiencies while
others by making one or two mistakes
go the way of all failures?

Why is it that the guy who has very
little to call his own seems always will-
ing to lend a helping hand, while some
guys who have lots to spare are always
finding excuses for evading the issue?

Although he knows what he wants far in advance of the time he issues his
order, why is it that Deadline Ike waits until the last minute to make his assign-
ment and, when he does, he expects it to be completed yesterday?

T O W deserve your busimess.
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According to the reasoning of some
so-called “mental wizards,” success in
one field of endeavor qualifies them to
speak authoritatively on every subject
on the face of the earth. Why is it
that radio comedians think themselves
singers, and singers think themselves
sure-fire comedians?

Why is it that when some individuals
are asked to lend support to a new venture,
they will shy away from entering into it.
but when this enterprise proves successful.
they are the first in line to ecry, “Why

wasn’t I given a chance to come in on this
deal?”

It seems an obsession with some
guys to justify every mistake made
by those whom they favor and to find
fault with everything done by those
whom they dislike. Why is it?

Why is that the guests living nearest the
host are the last to arrive?

The products and the services of T H E

Paradoxical as it may seem, the greater
the opportunity one has to do good for
others, the greater target he is for a bar-
rage of brickbats. Why is it?

o ° o o

Regardless of what is submitted to
them, there are guys who will flare up
ai the slightest provocation. Why is it
that when these fellows analyze that
which is submitted for their approval,
find that that which ‘looked like a
mountain at first sight, is nothing but
the proverbial molehill upon second

consideration?
# R * #

Why is it that it is not always the guy
with the best tools who produces the best
results?

Why is it that considerable time must
clapso before some guys are convinced of
the unsoundness of their arguments? It
seems that the element of time is the only
factor which will bring these stubborn in-
dividuals down to earth.

& #* % L

No matter how great the cause or
noteworthy the project, you will al-
ways find a guy or group of individ-
uals opposed to it—on general prin-
Why is it?

ciples.

Why is it that when a speaker says, “One more word and I will con-
clude my remarks,” you can bank on his continuing to hold forth for another

interminable siege?

CABLE TOW advertisers merit your patronage.
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/ Why is it that some business execu-/"

tives will send a boy to do a man’s job Why is it that some guys give one

iad Sis ok the impression that they are always
/(r = ma\n pise e aonil - walking on a hot griddle? One min-

LA ute their enthusiasm is skybound and
at the next stroke of the clock they
act as if the wolf is at their door with
a pick-ax. Orders issued at 12 o’clock
are countermanded at 12.01.

—

5 . N e —— —
<~ Why is it that a guy who thinks he has a ™\
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Why is it that when some guys write an
innocent, innocous article or story there is
bound to be some palooka who will im-
pute the darnest motives to the writing of
such material?

%

— 7y T -

Why is it that some guys talk in
riddles—in a sort of mumbo, jumbo
lingo—and then expect you to give
them a sound and sensible answer?

: ; : — S\ B
lot to say while someone else is talking W 3
has very little to say when given the oppor- * A
tunity to speak? i O
S e ~,
- * * - - .
Some fellows will promise the 1}

world for the means to accomplish an
end but when the end is accomplished
will shy away from fulfilling their
obligations. Why is it?

e e —_—
Why is it that when a person ul!ers\‘\\
something witty you will invariably
find in your presence the bozo who

chimes in with, “Y ou missed your vo-

N\

cation, you should have been an _
actor?” —
2 oy

Why is it that some fellows consider it
a privilege to enter a theatre on a Compli-
mentary Pass while others are embarrassed
\\'ben using such a ticket of admission?

Since there is one in every closet there
must be one in yours. We are speaking of
the super-doodler who when asked to ex-

 al

The adoertisers in THE CABLE TOW

deserve your busimess.
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Why is that some men take such great
delight in seeing other guys fail?

plain something never fails to do so with-
out resorling to paper and pencil to illus-
trate his point. Why is it?

Page 11




T here is something impelling about Some people have the dizzy notion that if
the contents of certain letters that an item is high priced it must be good
prompts us to re-read them at every value and if the price is low the item must
opportunity. Why is it that no matter be lousy. Why is it?
how many times we go over them we
find something new with every read-
ing?

Why is it that some fellows are
never at ease unless they can find
someone to bear the blame when a
scheme of their own designing goes
sour?

Why is it that some guys can talk so

much and say so little? Why is it that some individuals
s p the facully of mak imagine that the world revolves around
OINE MeN SOVE 100 Lackw 0) e LI I the axis of their own importance, but

ing difficult operations look easy while
others like to make the most ordinary
act look like a major achievement?

when they view their success from a

Why is it that some guys are overly lib- broader perspective, they find that

eral when spending the other fellow’s which they thought was a huge accom-

money, but miserly when their own dough plishment is but a small, insignificant
is involved? cog in the big wheel of progress?

Be it politics, business, social or be what
it may, regardless of the topic under dis-
cussion it invariably ends up with some-
one telling his version of an “off-color”
story. Why is it?

Why is it that some guys like to
shield themselves against any argu-
ment that is contrary to their own?
Regardless of the soundness of one’s
views, these guys take the stand that
if they cannot prevail upon the other
fellow to see things their way it is a Why is it that some guys want to do everything themselves and then
waste of time and effort to continue. wonder why they suffer from jangled nerves and dyspepsia?

The advertisers in THE CABLE T OW deserve your business. Page 11



Why is it that when some executives
are called upon to do a certain job
they cannot refrain from enlisting the
aid of their entire organization, but
when these wizards assign a similar
task to another they expect that indi-
vidual to accomplish his mission with-
out benefit of assistance?

* * * *

Regardless of the course of action
planned or the routine of one's daily
grind something is sure to pop up when
least expected. Why is it that when
the fireworks do go off it, invariably,
happens all at one time?

* * * *

Why is it that some individuals give
one the impression that they are very
attentive to what you are saying, while
all the time you are talking they-are
thinking of something else and when
you are finished with your soliloquy
will quietly whisper, “"What did you
say?"”

Why is it that some guys are always
looking for hidden meanings between
the lines of every piece of literature or
letter they read?

* * * *

Why is it that as soon as some wise-
acres become associated with large
fraternal orders or business organiza-
tions they assume the role of chief
potentate and proceed to speak with
authority for the ENTIRE organization
or fraternity?

. The advertisers in T H E

Why is it that it takes so little to
make some people so happy, yet, on
the other hand, no matter how hard
one tries it is well-nigh impossible to
satisfy others?

Why is it that while we are working
under pressure we somelimes accom-
plish much more than we thought our-
selves capable of?

‘ ﬂ" 4.'_ 'l"' '»"'

Why is that we are prone to judge
some people by the little things they
do rather than by the more important
phase of their activities?

* * * *

Some individuals have a peculiar
mania for saving every scrap of pa-
per that comes into their possession,
while others will discard every piece
of paper, however important, imme-
diately after it serves its purpose? In
fact some guys will go to the extremes
of not even opening some of the letters
addressed to them. Why is it?

Why is it that some executives are forever blasting away, and in no
uncertain terms, at so-called governmental RED TAPE while they themselves
are gquilty of the same offense in their own business organization?

CABLE TOW deserve your business.
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Why is it that some guys will wait un-
til the very last minute to buy their tickets
of admission to important public func-
tions and when they find that the best seats
are gone or are not available will wonder
in amazement that such things can happen
to them . . . or they’ll raise the roof with,
“Only the guys on the ‘in’ get the best
seats” or “All the goods seats go to the
scalpers”?

Why is it that some bozos delude them-
selves into believing that the only way to
climb the ladder of success is to exhibit
a violent temper or to enact the role of a
Simon Legree?

In this corner we have the con-
firmed radio dial twister who keeps
turning his radio dial around to every
news commentator on the air, but who
cannot understand why some of the
news is often repeated? It takes
hours, and sometimes, days to win
bartles and days, sometimes, weeks to
gain mnew territory, yet these fireside
globe trotters expect to receive news
of new battles won and new territory
gained every 15 minutes of the day.
Why is it?

Give Slipperites the preferemce THE CABLE TOW

Why is it that some men take inane
delight in quoting certain well-known
proverbs in their effort to point out
the vicious traits in some people and
then proceed to practice that which
they caution others to beware of?

» * #* *

Why is it that some younger men never
seem to grow up in the eyes of certain older

men?
* * * *

Why is it that some men may be
“duds” in certain jobs but turn out to
be “wizards” in other fields of en-

deavor?
* * * "

Why is it that in a strange cily, strange
faces look familiar?

EY¥ -"Mv

e 20%

7

Why is it that which seemed so amusing
at the time of its occurrence doesn’t appear
so funny in retrospect? Yet, on the other
hand, an incident which may have looked
serious at the time of its happening seems
exceptionally funny at the time of its re-
telling sometime later? Why is it?

Why is it that some men with very
limited income like to scan the list of
big income tax payers?

Why is it that while some people talk over the phone they go thrulhe
series of gymnastics as if the party with whom they’re talking can see that lir

every gesture?

advertises their products and services.
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Why is it that some fellows keep
soaking their crying towels with “bit-
ter” tears at the merest provocation?
To listen to their tale of woe one
might get the impression that their
business is about to collapse when all
they are experiencing is a slight but
temporary business recession.

Why is it that when certain business
executives are compelled to make a deci-
sion because of pressure brought to bear
beyond their power to control it and when
this action results in a successful operation
they are looked upon by some as “business
wizards” or “‘geniuses” no less?

* * * *

Just when the world looks darkest
and you are ready to throw in the
sponge why is it that some little insig-
nificant something can come along and
change your entire attitude toward
mankind in general?

Why is it that when we hear of the
activities of certain famous individuals we
are inclined to build up visions of grandeur
around them and when given an oppor-
tunity to meet them in person we are apt
to be disappointed because they rarely
measure up to one’s expectation of what a
great person should be like?

Give Slipperites the preferemce THE CABLE TOW

Regardless of whom it may concern,
some guys have the habit of greeting every-
one they meet with a terrific burst of
enthusiasm like long lost friends seeing
cach other for the first time. Why is it as
these so-called “friends” part, after one of
these explosive demonstrations, this par-
ticular individual will turn to the person
nearest him and bark out, “That guy is a
no good heel” when a complimentary re-
mark is expected?

Invariably, when a
guy comes home
woozy-eyed in the wee
hours of the morning N
after nursing aces and %
wild deuces at a card
jam session he resolves \
to hit the hay at a rea-
sonable hour on the
following nite. Why is
it that when the fol-
lowing nite rolls
around he is all set to
go on another bender,
regardless of the reso-
lution made and the
loss of sleep of the nite
before?

A - @

advertises their products and services.

Why is it that some individuals
imagine that they alone have the privi-
lege of pursuing certain aims and
when someone else follows the same
course they resent it as interfering
with those rights which they think are
exclusively theirs?

Why is it that some people like to make
promises with no thought of ever fulfilling

them?
* * »* *

Why is it that some individuals must
suffer a severe shock to realize that
they themselves can not solve evewvc
problem with which they are cora

fronted?

)
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Why is it that when we plan on doing
a great many things, we generally end up
doing little or nothing, but when we de-
cide to do little we find ourselves accom-
plishing much?

* * * -

It is amazing to what extent an indi-
vidual will go to attain his share of
success—mo situation too difficult, no
obstacle too great, . .. but once success
is in his lap he invariably falls into the
habit of following the line of least re-
sistance by taking the easiest way out
when confronted by a problem?

Why is it that when you are awaiting an
important telephone call, you get a mil-
lion and one “wrong number” rings?

# % T @

Why is it that our best stories come
to mind when we are about to take
leave of our host, and what should be
a short parting shot turns out to be a
long, drawn-out dialogue?

the

that
mind goes completely blank and what
seems like an age is in reality but a

Ii happens occasionally

split second. Why is it that when a
guest speaker is about to be intro-
duced to his audience, the toastmaster
has a lapse of memory and cannot
seem to remember the name of the
guest he has been eulogizing for the
past ten minutes?

Page 10
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Why is it that some men feel that in
order to be successful in certain types of
business, one must be born with that item
in his hand? According to that kind of
thinking, Robert Fulton’s vomiting in
infancy must have been mistaken for sea-
sickness, thus qualifying him to become
the inventor of the steamboat,

* * » L4

Why is it that some guys can “dish it
out” but “can’t take it”?

\\\ '/ 'm‘f'/-

i\

No matter how interesting the sub-
ject or how dramatic the delivery,
when a speaker reaches that part of
his speech where he says, ““. . . in con-
clusion ...”, we intuitively experience
a sense of relief. Why is it?

# ° i «

Why is it that we may be unconscious
of certain sounds until such time as some-
one draws our attention to them, then we
find it difficult to rid our mind of this
racket ?

3

h‘\'\ 4 '\"’.J—/
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Why is it that it is not always the best qualified who win the biggest

plums?

CABLE

T O W and tell it to about 10,000 Readers!



No matter how one tries, there are nights
when it is impossible 10 fall asleep. Why
is it when it is time to get up you get the
urge to sleep on—and—on—and—on?

It is automatic with some guys, the
minute a project is submitted for their ap-
proval, they immediately condemn it. Why
is it that once these condemners—after
much persuasion—get interested in the
venture, they become its most enthusiastic
supporters?

Why is it that by merely stepping out of
their office door, some fellows can escape
from all their business worries, while some
guys can travel the world over and not lose
an iota of a worry cell on their entire trip?

Oddly enough the person who wants to
gain weight has trouble doing so, but the
individual who wants to reduce keeps
breaking the scale mechanism. Why is it?

Your advertisement in THE CABLE TOW will pay big dividends.

D)

Y

A guy will knock his brains up against
a wall for a number of yvears in total ob
scurity, but when he finally makes the
grade, the public will react thusly.-
“There's a guy who made a success OVER.
NIGHT!™ Why i« 17

Why is it some of those “just came in
to say ‘hello’ calls™ end up as two hour
Visita?

Oftimes  one is advised that  before
undertaking a new venture he should be
fully conversant with ite many phases,
Then, why is it that the more we know of
certain businesses the less likely we are to
engage in them?

Why is it that sometimes those who do the least get the most?

Page 17
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Why is it that when some committee
chairmen are asked for a report will
start off with, “I haven’t much to re-
port but ...” and then go on to tell of
stuff and things until they knock their
listeners into a state of unconscious-

ness?
* - * *

Why is it that certain elaborately plan-
ned ideas when put into operation fizzle
out and those not so carefully concocted
turn out to be major successes?

Why is it that some guys will show no
enthusiasm for anything until it strikes
them right in their own backyard?

* * * *

Why is it that some people like to
see only the pleasant side of things,
while others see nothing but the crum-
my end of everything?

* * * *

Why is it that some guys listen to or read
only those stories dealing with the morbid
side of life and then wonder why they feel
so darned depressed at times? Strange
characters these guys.

* * #* #*

Why is it that certain individuals
will keep twisting their radio dials
around and around until they think
they have the program they want, only
to discover that what they got isn’t
what they want and off they go a-twist-
ing again, when a fast glance at the
radio program in the local newspaper
would tell them where to find what
they want in very short order? Sim-
ple, isn’t it? But there’s the rub. Itf’s
too simple.

The advertisers in THE CA BLE

Some men fail to see the ray of sun-
shine filtering thru the fog of their own
pessimism. When they are enjoying a
bananza year they are worried about
the prospects for the following year.
Their battle cry is, “Yes, but what
about next year? It looks bad” On
the other hand when business is bad
and the prospects for the ensuing year
look promising they are very much
worried about their present status to
give any thought to the’yield that will
soon be theirs. In that case they gen-
erally wail, “The deuce with mnext
year’s business. I'm concerned about
present day conditions.” Why is it?

Why is it that certain successful business
executives whose utterances are generally
convincing will sometimes come thru with
the most inane, screwball argument a child
would hesitate to utter?

* * * *

Why is it that when some people find
themselves in an awkward position feel
kindly towards those whom under normal
conditions they would ignore completely?

Why is it that some guys have the habit of carrying around a million
and one small scraps o.f paper as reminders of things to do but never seem
to be able to find the right note at the right time?

TOW

deserve your busimess.

Page 11



No matter how proficient one may be
in his job or profession, let someone watch
him do his stuff, and something is sure to
go wrong. Why is it?

Why is it that when we sce a
stranger walking along the street with
his coat collar turned up, we feel the
urge to rush over and adjust it for
him?

It never fails that whenever we are
about to rush out to catch a train or keep
an appointment, a million and one things
pop up requiring our immediate attention.

Why is it?

Why is it that he who thinks every
other guy is a sucker is himself the
most gullible of the lot?

S
Qo
A

—_ -

Why is it that when some fellows are
introduced to certain well known individ-
uals, they feel it within their province,
after a short acquaintanceship, to call
these persons by their first names, and,
after another short period has elapsed,
think it overly smart to greet them with:
“Hello, you lousy so-and-so”?

Page 10

Want more business? Put your adin THE CA B L E

Why is it that certain highly successful
men feel they have more to learn about
their business or profession, while others,
not so successful, imagine they “know it

all?”
®# ® 2 =

Why 1is it that some guys are for-
ever bellyaching even though they
have nothing in particular to complain
about?

)
O\ \\\\\\ o
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/

Why is it that when certain indi-
viduals read something especially
noteworthy, feel it must have been
written by someone other than the
person whose name is affixed to the
piece in question?

Why is it that big business can afford
to make big mistakes, but if the little guy
makes a slip, his end is not far off?

PR

g
%

Why is it that some guys will not hesitate to lay $50 on a horse in every
race, but will raise the roof if someone in his office asks for an extra five

cent lead pencil?

T O W and tell it to about 10,000 Readers!
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MAGAZINE PROOFS

DICK STROME

S gned magazine proof

The following proof contains artwork signed by Dick Strome.
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There are times when we feel
we can tackle any problem, how-
cver difficult it may appear on
the surface, and yet after we
have accomplished our mission
and look back, why is it that
woe shudder when we realize that
wo have undertnken something
far above the capabilities we
thought we possessed?

Upon this sub=-miniature peden=-
tal we present the individual
who proclanims to the world that
ho doosn't like so=-cnlled *"Yesn"
mon and wolcowmes oriticisms——
but who when criticism is lev=-
olled nt him will raise the
roof or walk out on you, grossly
insulted. Why is iL?

It invariably happens that just
as you are about to cut ofrf your
ignition after struggling madly
to got your car in between tlwo
other cars, the guy parked in
front arrives to pull his auto
out. Why is {t?

Why is it that some things
written at night don't sound
half as interosting in the
morning as they did the night
before?

Why is it that certain execu-
tives keep answering questions
fired at them from some of their
subordinates with mumbo jumbo
for fear that if they gave them
sensible answers they would

find themselves unable to crawl
out of what would develop into
an embarrassing situation?

Your adoertisement in

Fhy is 4L that the =inute cer-
tain individuals mislay an {tem
Lthey lumedintely nccuse some=-
one of stealing LY

It {3 asazing how some indi-
vidunls can blow up trivia to
the status of an important
issue. Why {5 {t°?

B ome

There is something impelling about the contents of certain

letters that prozpts us to reread them at every opportunity.
Why is it that no matter hov many tizes we go over them we

find something new with every reading?

THE

CABLE TOW will pay big dividends.

Page 7
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MAGAZINE PROOFS

ARTIST UNIDENTIFIED

Unsigned magazi ne proofs

The following proofs contain no visible artist signature; their artists
have not been identified.
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No matter how much pressure we bring
to bear, we are unable, at times, to lay our
fingers on the solution to the problem that
is troubling us. Why is it that when we
decide to forget the matter completely the
mystery s]ow?y unfolds itself?

=)

5T 1

Why is it that some executives have no
trouble finding what they want on top of
a desk loaded to the hilt with a miﬁion
pieces of miscellaneous matter, and yet find
it difficult to locate what they want on a
desk where the pile is smaller and the
papers neatly arranged? Amazing this
thing called system,

Why is it that even though we rarely
see certain individuals, we experience
a feeling of utter loneliness when we
hear of their departure to distant
points?

Why is it that a proposition that may
look like a million dollars at night doesn’t
seem quite so staggering the following
morning?

The advertisers in THE CABL E

Why is it that some guys expect all
those present at a meeting to give
them their undivided attention, but
when someone else is speaking they
are as inattentive as a grasshopper on

a hot griddle?

No one expects a player to hit a home-
run everytime he comes to bat, yet there
arc some palookas who expect wonders
everytime they assign a job to certain indi-
viduals. Perform a hundred miracles and
the silence is deafening, but fail in the

hundredth and one act and you are a
“bum.” Why is it?

5 i ke =
AT T Ay L il

Why is it that a person will manis
fest enthusiasm about a certain ven-
ture one day, and on the following day
will be as indifferent about it as he
was enthusiastic?

Why is it that some people are inclined
to seo certain successful business men in
the light of their past history rather than
in the light of their present success?

Some men are happier while in the
process of attaining their goal than
they are in the benefits of its achieve-
ment. Why is it?

‘4,

llp”
\
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Why is it that certain individuals like to roar like a lion when issuing
orders to the “little fellow,” but when they meet up with a guy whose
shoulder measurements are of the same size they bleat like a beaten lamb?P

T O W deserve your business.

Page 1]
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WHY IS IT that unless something is done

immediately it never gets done?

WHY IS IT that certain individuals when
asked to speak before a group of people are
so terrified that they wish they were some-
where else — but after they get started can't
wait until they get another speaking assign-

ment?

C - Way p
Cg_,) - y / a”')‘y
[Z ~ /s ’0\
A N >\ WHY IS IT that some people judge
Q.9 /7\ ) ¢ others by what they hear — but
4 are flabbergasted when told that

they have been criticized by some-
one whom they've never met?

~N

’)i' .’ 1 = \
o 7/4/ \

WHY IS IT that the desire to help sometimes gets those helped

into a nastier mess than if no help were offered in the first place?

No matter how many times you notify
some people of a change of address,
they insist on sending mail to your old

address. WHY IS IT?

Fighting the clock is a habit with some people that no
matter how much time they are given to complete a
project, will wait until the very last minute to get started —
and then complain bitterly that they are being "'pushed"
WHY IS IT?
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[t sometimez happens that just as we
think we have the solution to our worries
a new problem emerges from out of no-
where to complicate matters still further.
Why is it?

« -] o *

Why is it that some fellows like to
make New Year’s resolutions to start
as of tomorrow, instead of as now?

| Strangely enough, tomorrow is the day
: that never dawns.

° * * %

Why is it that when some fellows hear
of the failure of certain projects, they re-
solve to change their course of action in
order not to fall victim of a similar mis-
{ortune, but before very long they seem to
forget the lesson taught, and go back to
their old routine of following their own
past as a guide to the future? They are
“hot” while nestling close to the fire of
their inspiration, but grow “cold” as yes-
terday’s bowl of borstch as soon as they
take leave of the hearthstone.

Why is it that some people like to
read newspaper reports of events they
have just witnessed?

* ¢ * »

No social function is without its quota
of half-eared listeners—guys who are for-
ever missing the punch line of the stories
being told, and at the end of every joke,
will turn to you and ask: “What did he
say?” What should be an enjoyable eve-
ning for you, turns out to be a third degree
inquisitional session.

L ] 8 #

Why is it that some fellows will
listen to your ideas and then dismiss
them as so much rubbish, but after a
short period of time elapses will pass
them off as their own?

Page 26

When patronizing the advertisers in T 1 £

Why is it that some fellows who
have the knack of telling a convincing
story, also have the weakness of never
knowing when to stop talking? As a
result of their extra-curricular air
gushing, they “unsell” those on whom
they worked so hard to convince.

Why is it that the guy who is forever
preaching that the other guy should “clean
his house” is generally the individual
whose own house needs cleaning most?

Why is it that some men who have
enough business acumen to know that a
commercial enterprise cannot survive with-
out a profit, will make it a point to visit
gambling houses at every opportunity,
knowing full well that the odds are stacked
against them?

Why is it that certain executives whose earnings are in the top income
brackets find it more difficult to balance their own personal budgets than

those carning fifty dollars a week?

CABLE

T O W tell them you sawe it in our magazine.



Speaking of assignments, why is it that
the guy who has more than he can handle
is always willing to assume still more re-
sponsibilities, while the individual who has
time to spare refuses to lend a helping
hand?

o e NI

“ Why is it that we are most likely to
see some guys three times in the
course of a day after not seeing them
for months at a stretch?

~

Why is it that we invariably think
of the perfect remark or the clinching
argument after the opportunity to
speak our piece has passed?

* * & *

Why is it that some individuals like to
do things the hard way?

Getting pie-eyed is a habit with some
zuys and there is no stopping them. When
things are going wrong they resort to the
bottle to forget their miseries, and when
the sailing is smooth they guzzle the stufl
in celebration. Why is it—eh?

Give Slipperites the preference. TH E C A B L E T O W advertises their products and services.

-~

Just as we are amici;nling the
pleasure of a good half-hour radio pro-
gram, someone is bound to show up
to end all hopes of hearing it? Why
is it?

Why is it that an innocent' remark made
during a heated debate can sometimes give
the clue to the solution of the l)ig&esl prob-
lem under discussion?

S

Speaking of pygmies and giants of in-
dustry, if you will come a little closer you
will hear the little merchant informing his
listeners how the big fellow is forever mak-
ing huge mistakes in the operation of his
business. Why is it that in spite of these
imaginary missteps the big fellow grows
bigger, while the little man remains just
that?

Why is it that you may render some
people a million and one favors and
never hear a word of gratitude, but
if you fall down on just one promise
you are listed as a non-cooperative,
no-good punk?

»

B0 VT

‘ /x ——

Why is it that certain individuals like to count their chickens before
they hatch, and when plans go astray are so disillusioned that, although
they never possessed it, th#y feel as if they had lost a fortune?

Page 9



Have you ever met the wood-pecker type
of talker? Every time he wants 1o bring
home a point will strike your arm with
the foree of a sledge hammer and by the
time he is finished you are 1oo. Why i it?

Why ie it that when a guy is gainfully
employed 10 different individuals are offer-
L ing him “better™ jobs but when the poor

fellow i+ out of work no one will look at
the guy?

ay

The purpose of purchasing a large
economy size package of merchandise is to
rave money on bulk buying. Then, why is
it that because you have a large package
you use more of the stufl than if you had
a smaller size package when the smaller
portion is all that is necessary to do the
job?

QJG
)

-
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Did you ever get tangled up in an argument with a zuy bLent on venting his
spleen on a certain subject and before you are given a chance for a rebuttal will @
switch the subject around 10 something ‘altogether foreign 1o the original theme—
and just as you think your opportunity has arrived he will again switch the subject?
Why is it that when yau are finally given the opportunity to chime in you forget
what the whole stinking mess is all abow ?

Why is it that some projects take so little
time to complete bt so long to prepare
while others take so little time 10 plan but
ever so long to finish?

It seems that no matter how much per.
suasion is brought to bear one cannot con-
vince certain businessmen to accept certain
business proposals but let a competitor
initiate a move as suggested and every

-merchant wants to follow in his competi-
tor's footsteps, all original arguments to
the contrary, notwithstanding., Why is it?

Why is it that some so called perfec
tionists are always bellyaching that they
have the world’s worst bunch of hoodlums
working for them when in actuality they
have highly prised organizations, but the
guy who has a loosely organized one cyl.
inder company is forever boasting that he
has the prize company of them all?

Some fellows have a habit of saving
every piece of literature they get hold of,
but why is it that every time they want
to refer 1o a certain paper never seem to
know under what heading they filed the

darn thing?

Your advertisement in THE CABLE TOW will poy big dividends.

Page 11
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W H Y [ S l T ? ” By ADOLPH STRAUSS

.« « Why is it that with some individuals,
the fougher the assignmeny

er the eagerness to fac
. . . while with other 0 ghar
the job, the greater the spced in
.*
running away from the issue ¢

four hourséyo|wrlite ¢

Q,Q-.?

.. Why is it that when we

do one thing, we general

rt 76
up

=

doing something else €




WHM s \T sSome
(NDWIDVALS FEEL
TREM ARE NNOT CETTING
TRE(R. MONEYS WORTH
UNLESS THEY CAN BVY
EVERMTHING FOR LESS  ~
THAN PRICE ASKED

THE RICCER THT
BVSINESS EXECULUTIVE
THE MeRE TASILV NE
FRIGHTENS WHEN THE
SALES CRAPH DROPS .

WHY IS IT. . .

SOME OF THESE

SO CALLED "MiLLion -
DoLLARIDEAS"FIZ1LE
WHILE DUDS WINDUP
FORTUNE BVILDIRS C
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. | | | | ® By ADOLPH STRAUSS

He is a perfect gentleman
when he dines at home but
an Indian on the warpath
when dining out? Why is it,

' = ?
LEAGENIL THAT WHEN YOU DRESS THEM up JI (RO, LRI
DUNGAREES WL AT LW\ J 114 {1 1Y aooks

AND WHEN YOU DOLL THEM UP IN THEIR SUNDAY
BEST, THEY ROLL IN THE MUD?

Why is it that sometimes a voice

over the phone can be so annoy- Why is it the little clever chatter-
ing and yet the volcanic explosions box clams up when you want to
emanating from the TV show the show her off to your guests? Not
tots are watching can be so a word, not a word.

pleasantly inaudible?

WHY 15 1T THAT WHENIR'CU'R UL RIS LITTLE FELLA
ARE QUIETLY WATCHINGEY W -TH11-V\NSENGAME ON TV
HE WANTS TO TURN THE SET OFF AT THE CRUCIAL MOMENT
IN THE GAME 2
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Why is it? AR
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“’ly e it that when fitian sl stacvrss
vomes their way centabon indinidusle Toel
that in order 1o be popular sacially it de
necessary to e cdown? I never faile
An coon us success hits thew they think
ery word uttered should send evers hady
into convuleions and every acdt prected with
haowls of laughter,

When a habitwal deisker gets the
urge to go on a prolenged drvinking
spree and iy asked why the hilarity
will glve you one or two answers, 1f
hix business is good he will excuse his
actlons by telling you he is celebrating
his good fortune and if things are on
the skids he will tell you that he is
drowning his sorvews logelvaway-
Jromeiteall, 1V the desive for the bottle
Is overpowering he will find a plans
ible argument to justify his action.
The same can be said of the guy who

always gocs to parts unknown 1o play

volf. 1t camn be said abour

You have undoubtedly come across the
guy who when given a responsibility alwan
which he knows very little will ignore the
advice of a past master in the field. MHe
would rather grope in the dark making
oodles of errors than give the other guy
the satisfaction of being asked for advice.
Why is it?

Tabe the guy who site down with
you at the dinney table and bevpe ins
pisting that you srad vwch and 1ech
because Vit ie GOOD for you™ when
your better judpment dictades otheres
wire, Neavly sl medicor will tell you
that one manw's meat iv another man's
polson und pet thiv gpuy beepr pevaving
you with “ir's good for you™

Why o ir?

any

Why s ot that when & peicon sllaine
some measure of swuocoss i oae partioular
field of endesvor bie ae Joded Ypts e an
authority on every subjodt va the face of
the carth? 11 is mere ationabde ot & bec-
ture foram, I never fads that when the
locture s onded someone boyariably seks
the speaker o guestion alwad & subject
foreign to that which had been discmannd
and erxpects an dvavediste sd suthorits
tive answer. Or a aver be wctor will bee godnd
to exprese his opinion tegarding the wprn
g of socond barepran Frond oo his "puls
bic” o b proprrly mdeamed. Wiy b @7

— ——ane
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Vied of comtor there b the individual
who while comiabow ing froem & major oper:
st vous that when be b fully recovernl
will bwvwene man's prestest benefactor, e
will peeform acte of charity the like of
which hie cotmmunidy hae orver divanwd
pessible . . . be will e averly bined 1o man
aned beaet What hepporen when the log
of convalrscrnwe s lifted? e lapmes into
his habits of old and hie graadioer plan
w eloboratrly comonted [adee inta thin
ait, Why je a7

Then theve is the fellow whe keeps
listeming 1o every pece of weor mews
that fltevs throwgh the radio and when
he has hod his Al of war reports will
complain, “"Why docin't 1hat guy
break wp that deprvsriag wer snff
with some Jocal mews of @ move cheer.
Jul watwre?” And whem he finally
picks wp 4 commentator whe inter.
spevics his comments with a linle
loced spice will give vent to bis spleen
with, “Hasn't that guy anything ¢loe 1o
werry showt, Docsn’t he bnow that
“theve's a WAR going on?” Whyisit?

T Y G Y S T T Us T Loy L

BUY
United States
War Bonds and Stamps
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To be without error is like asking for
the lion’s share of Utopia, yet there are
those who expect miracles of perfection
everytime a jo{‘) is assigned to certain indi-
viduals. Why is it? -

3
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1t appears that not ql/ neurotic cases
are confined to -meuro-psychiatric
wards. Some wien feel that whatever
they do they must eventually pay a
price for it. According to their limited
way of thinking everything must be
placed on a scale of balances and
counterbalances. Every job exper-
ienced must be offset by an opposing
force. These guys are so obsessed
with this peculiar notion that they re-
frain from smiling in the morning for
fear that in doing so they might cry
at night. Why is it?
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Some guys have an aflinity for the pro-
noun “L” Why is it that every sentence
they utter must start with “I”’?

Why is it that some of these self-
appointed wizards imagine that if they can-
not carry a thing through no one else can?
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Why is it that some of these ideas
that loom up in one’s imagination like
a “million dollars” when originally
conceived, ‘turn out to be so much
bubble gum when put to the test?

-y

Why is it that some fellows imagine that
every letter they write is a literary master-
piece and everything they do is a major
undertaking?

Like Alexander the Great who cried be-
cause he had no more lands to conquer,
we have in our midst the dreamer who
worries about every thing under the sun
and peculiarly enoughyhen'hig’has nothing
in particular to he z}nccrncd about will
worry because he )ias nothing to worry

about. Q“’hy is it?

CABLE TOW deseroe your business.

Ironical at it may seem still these
things do happen. Some men perform
many noteworthy services but receive
no credit for any one of them, yet a
little, insignificant act may be respon-
sible for their receiving a world of
recognition. Conversely, a man may
violate every rule in the book and
“get away with it” and yet a minor
infraction will result in a peck of
trouble for him. Why is it?

Why is it that in radio some com-
mentators make it a point to pro-
nounce the name of a foreign city in
the same way as it is spoken in its na-
tive tongue and expect you to find it on
a map? Unless you are familiar with
the language you may as well try to
solve the Einstein theory with a tape
measure.

Some guys have such fixed habits
that no matter how persuasive one’s
argument may be to the contrary there
is no changing of their courses. Either
they are most punctual or they are
ALWAYS late in keeping appoint-
ments. There is no compromise for
never the twainshall meet. Why isit?
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Why is it that some individuals are
so gullible as to take everything they
read or hear at face value?

Some men have peculiar notions as to
when a responsibility begins or where it
ends. Why is it that some individuals feel
that when they are elected to an office in a
fraternal organization their responsibility
to that fraternity is at an end?

Come what may, there is the guy who is
always looking at the world thru mud-

covered glasses. If he is unable to find
fault with the operation of a successful
enterprise he will endeavor to find some-
thing wrong with its leadership. It appears
that when a guy is determined to find
something to complain about he is bound
to unearth it somewhere. Why is it?

Why is it that some of these so-
called self-centered wonders delude
themselves into thinking that they can
chime in on every argument afloat and
get away with it?

4

',

\)

N\

2 1*\7/;\

Why is it that some business executives
are more concerned about little, unim-
portant trivials than they are about the
bigger operations of their business?

‘ 4
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Why is it that some guys aren’t happy
unless they make others unhappy? Don’t
think we have our finger pointing at you

. . it’s the other guy.

Your advertisement in THE CABLE TOW will pay big dividends.

Why is it that at a meeting some guy
will express the same opinion advanced by
a previous speaker and imagine that what
he is saying is original with him? Tie that
one to a microphone and see what develops.

Why is it that some people see in
their every proposal the same success-
stories achieved by others? Their
propositions are always “sure-fire
stuff” and ones that “just can’t miss.”

Why is it that when some guys have
something to say they detour around the
town before they reach their point of em-
barkation? Oh! You, too, know someone
like that?

Why is it that some fellows will lis-
ten patiently to good sound advice
and then turn around and do just the
opposite P

Why is it that the fellow who reads
something that fits his description to the
letter will fail to see his own likeness in
it, but will tell you that he knows a bozo
whose feet fit the shoes?

Why is it that the guy who doesn’t
have more than a few bucks to his
name is always offering solutions to
problems involving the expenditure of
millions® Who brought that up?
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Why is it that some individuals imagine
that all the laws and regulations were
framed for others but not for them?
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lhere are those who never think of

o Huying anything in advance of an im-

icending shortage, but will wait until

wrhat which they desire is almost im-
possible to obtain. Why is it?

Some business men are obsessed by
“BIGNESS.” Everything they do must be
done on a large scale. If an idea is sub-
mitted by a so-called unimportant “little”
guy, it is turned down, Yet, if the same
idea is proposed by an important big-
chested individual, it is accepted. Why
is it?

Why is it that a guy will struggle
years to accumulate a few bucks and
then “invest” it in the stock market
only to see it ticket-tapped to nothing?
They struggle much to accumulate a
little and expect the little to get them
much. Why is it?
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Why is it that those who can well afford
it play cards for little stakes and those who
barely eke out a living gamble for stakes
far beyond their means? What force is

making this timepiece run counter clock-

I

wise?

T P
There are members of social clubs
who pay dues regularly yet never at-
tend meetings. On the other hand,
there are individuals who register yet
never vote. Why is it?

$40,000

$40,000

$40,000 $40,000

A FOUR AND FOUR AUGHTS IS OUR GOAL TO ATTAIN
IF YOUR EFFORT IS NAUGHT OUR WORK IS IN VAIN;
GET JUST A LITTLE IF YOU CAN'T GET MUCH,

BUT WHAT IS NECESSARY IS THAT PERSONAL TOUCH.
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There are guys who are forever making
predictions on every phase of human ac-
tivity. If one of their forecasts come true,
these would-be prognosticators are hailed
as world beaters, even though 99% of their
predictions fail to materialize. Why is it?
Even a broken down clock, standing still,
is RIGHT for one minute every 12 hours.
Why are we so quick to credit these guys
with supernatural powers?
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Why is it that some executives are
under the impression that every letter
they dictate must be couched in pomp-
ous language? The same letter writ-
ten in simple, every-day, understand-
able language will produce the desired
results. Yet, these four-syllable word-
peddlers cannot see the wisdom of
simplifying their mail by making their
letters short and concise. Why is it?

Why is it that a successful business
executive—one of those fellows who
wouldn’t tolerate an iota of inefficiency in
the operation of his own business—when
given a responsibility in a fraternal organi-
zation will handle the finances of his com-
mittee in such slip-shod fashion as to re-
mind one of a peanut stand operator. If
certain business executives would only stop
to realize that running a big fraternal or-
ganization is a responsibility tantamount
to operating a big business, some clubs
might get somewhere.



To be without error is like asking for
the lion’s share of Utopia, yet there are
those who expect miracles of perfection
everytime a job is assigned to certain indi-
viduals. Why is it?

%

e
It appears that not all neurotic cases
are confined to mneuro-psychiatric

wards. Some men feel that whatever
they do they must eventually pay a
price for it. According to their limited
way of thinking everything must be
placed on a scale of balances and
counterbalances. Every job exper-
ienced must be offset by an opposing
force. These guys are so obsessed
with this peculiar notion that they re-
frain from smiling in the morning for
fear that in doing so they might cry
at night. Why is it?

Some guys have an affinity for the pro-
noun “L” Why is it that every sentence
they utter must start with “I”?

Why is it that some of these self-
appointed wizards imagine that if they can-
not carry a thing through no one else can?
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Why is it that some of these ideas
that loom up in one’s imagination like
a “million dollars,” when originally
conceived, turn out to be so much
bubble gum when put to the test?
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Why is it that some fellows imagine that
every letter they write is a literary master-
piece and everything they do is a major
undertaking ?

Like Alexander the Great who cried be-
cause he had no more lands to conquer,
we have’ in our midst the dreamer who
worries about every thing under the sun
and peculiarly enough when he has nothing
in particular to be concerned about will
worry because he has nothing to worry
about. Why is it?

CABLE TOW deserve your business.

Ironical at it may seem still these
things do happen. Some men perform
many noteworthy services but receive
no credit for any one of them, yet a
little, insignificant act may be respon-
sible for their receiving a world of
recognition. Conversely, a man may
violate every rule in the book and
“get away with it” and yet a minor
infraction will result in a peck of
trouble for him. Why is it?

Why is it that in radio some com-
mentators make it a point to pro-
nounce the name of a foreign city in
the same way as it is spoken in its na-
tive tongue and expect you to find it on
a map? Unless you are familiar with
the language you may as well try to
solve the Einstein theory with a tape
measure.

Some guys have such fixed habits
that no matter how persuasive one’s
argument may be to the contrary there
is no changing of their courses. Either
they are most punctual or they are
ALWAYS late in keeping appoint-
ments. There is no compromise for
never the twain shall meet. Why is’it?
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Why is it that sometimes it takes
longer to write a short note than a
long letter?

It is odd how far certain individuals
will stretch a point in order to gain
an objective. If they wish to upset
a precedent of long standing they
will contend, “Because the other fel-
low does it that way doesn’t prove
that he is always right” If, on the
other hand, their particular measure
follows certain established lines they
will argue, “If it is good enough for
the’:n it should be good enough for
us.

A critic writes: »
The illustration shows a guy resembling
Adolph Strauss, the author of that page,
industriously pecking away at a type-
writer, a cigarette dangling from ﬁls
lip. Why is it, since everybody knows
Adolph doesn’t smoke?

Why is it that some business organiza-
tions have no system whatsoever while
others have too much?

What profit a prophet if he doesn’t
profit from his prophecies? Why is it
that some individuals can predict with un-
canny accuracy the outcome of certain
events but cannot find that extra some-
thing to apply this knowledge to their own
account?

Mistakes made by big business are
eventually erased by time and subse-
quent successes, but let the little guy
beware for his first mistake may be
his last. Why is it that errors in judg-
ment committed by big shots are gen-
erally overlooked but let the little
squirt make a mistake and it is re-
memered forevermore?

The other day I received a letter from a very good friend of mine
from Akron, Ohio. In it he included several pieces of “Why Is It” copy

-
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for my amusement. I got such a big laugh out of reading these jottings of his
that I thought it worthwhile repeating.
samplings of his wit as much as those whose pleasure it is to know Gaston
Gross intimately.

I know you, too, will enjoy these

oY

Just as you are trying to impress
your out-of-town guests that you are
a man-about-town, a bon vivant,
known and welcomed in all first-class
restaurants and nite clubs, and you
boast of your good friend Caruso and
the special spaghetti he concocts espe-
cially for you, why is it that when you
steer your friends to this well known
spot the Raviola Impressario passes
you by as if you were a counterfeit

gas coupon?
» - * #*

It generally happens that when you own
a prize dog he will invariably endanger
his life by strolling out in the street under
wheels of passing autos. Why is it that no
sooner than you lay a fresh cement side-
walk down the pup will find the new
pavement the best place to play in, thus
leaving his footstep to posterity?

* * * -

Why is it that customers in retail
stores while eating luscious smelling
peanuts and whetting the appetite of
those around them will never offer

The advertisers in T H E

as much as a teenie, weenie nugget
to the salesman waiting on them?
(That is 3rd degree heart burn type
cruelty).

Why is it that after listening to a
radio announcer laud a certain cereal
to the skies, telling of its freshness,
lusciousness, crispness and how
healthful it is you prevail upon your
household to put in a good supply and
then éin anticipation of a good break-
fast, the treat of treat tastes like a.
dishful of wet straw?

#* * * *

Why is it that ‘as you listen, fascinated
by tho soothing and beautiful music

CABLE TOW deserve

emanating from the little musical instru-
ment the street vendor is peddling for a
quarter, you cannot resist the temptation
to buy one of these gadgets which seems
so easy to play, but after you buy one and
you proudly take it home to impress the
old folks and children, all the music you
can force out sounds like a squeek -from

a mouse?
* * * *

Why is it that when you hie your-
self to the best tailor in town, pick
out a gorgeous up-to-date wool pat-
tern, select style and cut from
sketches and pictures, and the tailor
assures you that you will look exactly
like Adonis in the pictures, and after
you don the finished masterpiece and
strut before your wife or best girl
you still look like a hand me down
jerk?

* * * "

Why is it that politicians running for
office will always greet you with a burst of
enthusiasm and immediately following
election day will ignore you like a shadow’
in the dark?

your busimess. Page 11



To be without error is like asking for
the lion’s share of Utopia, yet there are
those who expect miracles of perfection
everytime a job is assigned to certain indi-
viduals. Why is it?
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It appears that not all neurotic cases
are confined to meuro-psychiatric

wards. Some men feel that whatever
they do they must eventually pay a
price for it. According to their limited
way of thinking everything must be
placed on a scale of balances and
counterbalances. Every job exper-
ienced must be offset by an opposing
force. These guys are so obsessed
with this peculiar notion that they re-
frain from smiling in the morning for
fear that in doing so they might cry
at night. Why is it?

Some guys have an affinity for the pro-
noun “L.” Why is it that every sentence
they utter must start with “I”?
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Why is it that some of these self-
appointed wizards imagine that if they can-
not carry a thing through no one else can?

The advertisers inm THE CABLE T O W deserve your business.

Why is it that some of these ideas
that loom up in one’s imagination like
a “million dollars,” when originally
conceived, turn out to be so much
bubble gum when put to the test?

Why is it that some fellows imagine that

every letter they write is a literary master-
piece and everything they do is a major

undertaking?

Like Alexander the Great who cried be-
cause he had no more lands to conquer,
we have in our midst the dreamer who
worries about every thing under the sun
and peculiarly enough when he has nothing
in particular to be concerned about will
worry because he has nothing to worry
about. Why is it?

Ironical at it may seem still these
things do happen. Some men perform
many noteworthy services but receive
no credit for any one of them, yet a
little, insignificant act may be respon-
sible for their receiving a world of
recognition. Conversely, a man may
violate every rule in the book and
“get away with it” and yet a minor
infraction will result in a peck of
trouble for him. Why is it?

Why is it that in radio some com-
mentators make it a point to pro-

nounce the name of a foreign city in

the same way as it is spoken in its na-
tive tongue and expect you to find it on
a map? Unless you are familiar with
the language you may as well try to
solve the Einstein theory with a tape
measure.

Some guys have such fixed habits
that no matter how persuasive one’s
argument may be to the contrary there
is no changing of their courses. Either
they are most punctual or they are
ALWAYS late in keeping appoint-
ments. There is no compromise for
never the twain shall meet. Why is it?
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Why is is that some fellows derive a cer-
tain measure of delight in turning down
every proposition submitted them? If you
ask them to serve on a committee they will

Why is it that some individuals will ~nvariably say “No.” And if you overlook
maliciously attack or deliberately de- lll}illxl and lfn.ll to ask for their support they
stroy that which they made possible . :;Illd ﬁ?;:‘l) al",lttlhah;l}gy,lmf !fctl'";‘;liwg:c?l_c(,l tell you that he can think better when
simply because they harbor a personal MY SIS CRIE SN0 T BEL MG BYANY: his desk is 20 disorganized. When he
grudge against its leader? Regardless is overtaken by an ambitious urge to

And . we hve in this cornn the guy
who can alwads find a plausible argu-
ment to justify his every action. If his
desk is loaded to the hilt with a mis-
cellaneous collection of junk he will

of the service it may render to the
community, these individuals would
rather see a flourishing enterprise

clear his desk of anything he will tell
you that a clear desk means a clear

mind. Why is it?

blown to smithereens rather than see
it continue to thrive, if its destruction
will furnish the means to eliminate
their “arch enemy.”

n‘i’

\iW\ll’

Some guys are obsessed with the dizzy Why is it that some guys like to

notion that they have the answers to every dramatize every thing they do? s it 1

problem on the face of this man’s globe the actor in them or the ham coming

and when someone questions them on a the fore? Why is it that some men when they talk
familiar subject they resent it as a reflec- over the phone shout so loud that they can
tion on their better judgment? Why is it? : be heard in the next county, without bene-

fit of A. T. and T.

There are some individuals who feel

that in order to convey a message to Why is it the so-called human Polar Bear
others it must be coached in tones of who is always boasting about taking cold  Then we have the circle-makers . . .

bitter sarcasm. Why is that? Is it a showers every day is forever complaining  the bozo who is always running around
misnomer to say that this bozo is a that there isn’t enough hot water in the in circles hoping that you might mis-
“stinker”? boiler? take motion for progress. Why is it?

The products and the services of THE CABLE T OW advertisers merit your patronage. Page 21



There is something magnetic about one’s
name in print, that no matter where it is
hidden one is bound to be attracted to it.
Why is it that certain name-seekers will not
read any article unless their names appear
in it?

Why is it that it takes some people
so long to say so little?

And no doubt you have shaken the hand
of the guy who wouldn’t hesitate a second
to dropping 10 bucks on a single card in
a poker game, but who would read you the
riot act if you were to ask him for five
buckos to help a good cause along. Why
is it?

Some men will pay a bitter price
for experience and yet refuse to profit
by so valuable a lesson out of sheer
stubbornness in refusing to admit
their mistakes of the past. Why is it?

Page 18
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There are individuals who when a
crime is committed are most vehement
in their condemnation of the accused
and who when the time for his trial is
held are most sympathetic in their
desire to see the bozo go free.

Why is it that we invariably find on the
dinuer table that which we had for lunch?
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Why is it that some so-called little
business executives imagine that since
they have attained a small measure of
financial success are qualified to speak
authoritatively on World Economics?

In this corner lurks the trumpeter
of doom—the guy who is always find-
ing fault with the way things are run
and when he is asked to lend a helping
hand will give you a wishy-washy eye-
wash of an excuse that he is too busy

to be bothered with such “nonsense.”’
Why is it?

There are certain individuals who
have the damnable habit of misinter-
preting everything they hear or read.
Why is it?

Why is it that some guys imagine that
they alone have all the worries in the
world and the other guy’s cares are mere

bagatelle?
Q é

Why is it that the clown always wants to
play Hamlet? And every “Hamlet” thinks
that he’s a comedian?

&

Why is it that some guys derive an in-
congruous mixture of inane pleasure out of
sending anonymous letters?

THE CABLE TOW



Why is it that some so-called “‘geniuses”
imagine that they are above reproach and
that the other guy is always at fault? When
their shortcomings are called to their atten-
tion, they react as if hit by a wet floor mop.

Most of us are intrigued by little
gadgets, particularly those that have a
universal application. Why is it that
when we see one of these ingenious
pieces of mechanism in operation, we
cannot refrain from blurbing, “Why
didn’t I think of that?”

i oIl
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Why is it that some individuals will sub-
scribe to a million different magazines and
not read any of them? If you ask them
why they subscribe to so many, they will
alibi their way out by telling you that a
single idea culled from one of these rags
will justify the expense. But, in order to
get an idea from one of these magazines,
it is necessary to read a series of articles.
So when does an individual find so much
time to read so many books?

Your advertisement in THE CABLE TOW

Why is it that when we are looking
for something we want, that that little
something is always at the bottom of
the heap?
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And, you have the nervous guy who tells
you that he plays cards to relax. Have you
ever seen one of these “Nerve Centers” in
action? They burn up enough nerve
energy to illuminate a small community.
Still this bozo insists that he plays to re-
lax. Next case!

Why is it that when we are away
from the office for a short duration,
we imagine that we have been gone
for a very long time? And when we
have been absent from our center of
business activities for a long period
of time, why is it that two days after
we’ve refurned we feel as if we hadn’t
been away at all?

will pay big dividends.

Why is it that some business executives
delude themselves into believing that in
order for a system to function efficiently
it must be involved and complicated?

Why is it that it is the excitable,
fidgety and the impetuous type of
character who listens to those grue-
some and hair-raising mystery horrid
stories over the air? When you ask
them why they tune-in such nerve-
racking programs, they will tell you
that kind of “entertainment” “soothes
their nerves” Oh! Brother!

There are some guys who can’t talk un-
less they have a pad and pencil handy.
Why is it that everytime they want to bring
home a point in the course of their conver-
sation they must resort to doodling?
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There are men whose activity in the com.
munity deserves public recognition but be-
cause of their retiring nature will shy of
publicity. Why is it that once their names
appear in print they cannot resist the lure
of seeing their names in print again and
again?

Strange as it may seem, some men
have the unhappy faculty of rejecting
every proposal submitted for their
consideration. Why is it that when
one of these rejected ideas is used by
a competitor and it proves its worth
these individuals will let loose with,
“That idea would be worth a young
fortune to us, I's terrific.” Some men
cannot see the value of a certain prop-
osition until it is used by another.

*en
Why is it that we want to be where we

are not. There is always one among us
who when listening to a broadcast of an
exciting football game will remark, “That
must be an exciting game to watch? And
when he is at a game will say, “I bet this
must be an exciting game tp listen to.”

Why is it that some retail merchants
will bellyache abowut their business
being lousy, due to a falling off of cus-
tomers, but when they are advised to
advertise in order to stimulate a little
activity will complain, “What's the
use. I don't have the salespeople to
wait on them”? Cook that one over
your favorite volcano.

Why is it that when someone whom oth-
ers don't particularly like writes or accom-
plishes something deserving of high praise
some bozo will complain, “He must have
had some excellent assistance!™ or “His

. . L " »
wife wrote it for him." They never give a
guy a break or eredit him with an ounce of

originality.  Why is it?

Why is it that some men shun publicity
while others will go to any length to be in
the limelight?

THE CABLE TOW
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Why is it that when a person whom
we do not know any too well makes a
name for himself in the community
we are inclined to refer to him as, “a
friend of mine”? Yet on the other
hand, if this same person were a
“fHop" we would refer to him as “some
guy I once met,” Whyis it?

Then you have the pompous individual
who feels that since someone else is doing
a certain job it is of no importance but
when he elects to do the same thing it takes
on the appearance of a world-shaking
project.

Why is it that whenever a certain
crank is asked to serve on a commil-
tee will refuse to accept the appoint-
ment, but when the committee on
which he was asked to serve accom-
plishes some outstanding results is the
first one to shout, “Only the Big Shots
get the Big Jobs”?
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Why is it that centain individuals would
rather be praised for their achievements
in some ﬁJd other than that in which they
attained their financial succesa? A sue-
cessful business man would rather be ap-
plauded for his ability as an art connois.
seur than for his business acumen. Why
is that?

Why is it that certain business men
cannot see the wisdom of spending an
extra few dollars in advertising to re-
tain what they have in good will, but
when their business takes a nose dive
will spend a young fortume to regain
what they lost. Will some one please
answer that one?

Why is it that when business is thriving
t all cylinders the credit for such success
Auttributed to excellent leadership, but
wien the business thermometer tumbles to
a new low, the decrease is ascribed to the
“Times.” Why is it?
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How about the fellose who kicks
like a steer when atked to perform a
certain service mot to his liking but
rrlurunll)‘ gives in after some pere
suasion and when he accomplishes the
assigned misvion, tells you that he
“wouldn't have missed the experience
Jor a million.” Why is that?

-——

You no doult have met the person who
imagines he has THE monopoly on brain
rower. Every time a subject is discussed
»y men conversant with the topic at hand,
he will chime in with his limited knowledge
and immediately take over the session. He
is so engrossed with his sell-importance
that he feels that without his help a solu-
tion is impossible. Why is that?

In this corner you will find Mr. X
who is constantly complaining about
the state of aflairs as he finds them,
When he is idle will complain about
his idleness. From all appearance the
man craves action, but when he is
given something to do will complain
that he never has a moment of peace.
Why is it?

THE CABLE TOW

Why is it that when a so-called little man
is given a little authority he becomes a
little tyramt?  If you look about, you will
find a typical case,

It never fails that every time that
you meet a certain character he will
tell you that he listened to “s0 and so
on the radio the other night and did
that guy burn me up. In fact | burn
up every time I listen to that guy.
Why is it that they will invariably
tune in a radio commentator or read
a newspaper colummist they dislike
when they kmnow beforehand that he
will definitely irritate them. Again we
ask, why is that?

Open up the door slowly and you will
see the big boss gazing into space. What
is he thinking of 7 Shut the door and he
will reveal what is gyrating in his cranium,
There are certain gentlemen who when they
read the life of a famous man imagine that
they are a reincarnation of that hero. Some
business men, after reading of the life of
Napoleon, imagine that they, too, are
napoleons in their fields of endeavor. If
you open up the door again, it is possible
you will find the old man with his right
hand inside his coat and his left hand be.
hind his back—or vice versa.
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Why is it that some individuals imagine
that all the laws and regulations were
framed for others but not for them?

[/

There are those who never think of
buying anything in advance of an im-
pending shortage, but will wait until
that which they desire is almost im-
possible to obtain. Why is it?

Some business men are obsessed by
“BIGNESS.” Everything they do must be
dono on a large scale. If an idea is sub-
mitted by a so-called unimportant “little”
guy, it is turned down, Yet, if the same
idea is proposed by an important big-
chested individual, it is accepted. Why
is it?

Why is it that a guy will struggle
years 1o accumulate a few bucks and
then “invest”™ it in the stock market
only to see it ticket-tapped to nothing?
They struggle much to accumulate a
little and expect the little to get them
much, Why is it?

. C p
) }Z
i e

Why is it that those who can well afford
it play cards for little stakes and those who
barely eke out a living gamble for stakes
far beyond their means? What force is

making this timepiece run counter clock-

N

. ¢
wise?

There are members of social clubs
who pay dues regularly yet never at-
tend meetings. On the other hand,
there are individuals who register yet
never vote. Why is it?

$40,000

$40,000

$40,000 $40,000

A FOUR AND FOUR AUGHTS IS OUR GOAL TO ATTAIN
IF YOUR EFFORT IS NAUGHT OUR WORK IS IN VAIN;
GET JUST A LITTLE IF YOU CAN'T GET MUCH,

BUT WHAT IS NECESSARY IS THAT PERSONAL TOUCH.

Page 18
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THE CABLE TOW

There are guys who are forever making
predictions on every phase of human ac-
tivity., If one of their forecasts come true,
these would-be prognosticators are hailed
as world beaters, even though 999 of their
sredictions fail to materialize, Why is it?
l‘l\m a broken down clock, standing still,
is RIGHT for one minute every 12 hours,
Why are we so r,uirk to credit these guys
with supernatural powers?

m

Why is it that some executives are
under the impression that every letter
they dictate must be couched in pomp-
ous language? The same letter writ-
ten in simple, every-day, understand-
able language will produce the desired
results. Yet, these four-syllable word-
peddlers cannot see the wisdom of
simplifying their mail by making their
letters short and concise. Why is it?

Why is it that a successful business
executive—one of those fellows who
wouldn't tolerate an iota of inefliciency in
the operation of his own business—when
given a responsibility in a fraternal organi-
zation will handle the finances of his com-
mittee in such slip-shod fashion as to re-
mind one of a peanut stand operator, If
certain business executives would only stop
to realize that running a big fraternal or-
ganization is a responsibility tantamount
to operating a big business, some clubs
might get somewhere.
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SECTION TWO

—>

ORIGINAL ARTWORK

Original drawings created for Why Is It?

L]

'S « ¥k

he following pages present surviving original artwork
created for the Why Is It? feature.

For many years, George ]. Evans Jr. was believed to have been
the feature’s principal illustrator, and several surviving drawings
are clearly signed by Evans. Examination of the original artwork
and printed proofs, however, shows that other artists also
contributed to the feature, including L. D. Warren and Dick Strome.

Where an artist’s signature is present, the work is identified
accordingly. Some unsigned drawings have been grouped by
stylistic comparison with signed examples; where attribution is
not certain, they are identified as attributed or unattributed.

The drawings are reproduced as they survive—including

blue pencil, production marks, corrections, paste-up remnants,
and other evidence of their working history.

e

EVANS JR.
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK

GEORGE]. EVANS JR.

Original artwork

Signed examples and surviving drawings associated with the principal illustrator of
Why Is Ir?




A ] | NI
I ‘ 'l| D M

| - ] ‘ “ | o m‘| el |
| [ S 1 S o

‘II| N ﬂ{ '{ ( - | [ : | u\ T |
) | | | =

| N | 1} ! L
N y o I )
| | b T[] -
N ‘ | | [ |\ | || | r‘ lﬁ L | N | .
u L - 5 |
[ [| | [ ’ B | l| ] [ 'l |
| ﬂ[ | .‘ I

MW “ || \\ 1 HI] ‘ I R

- I | ) IR l I\ N I\ II N
| I | | |\

| ' ” | | | IR AT ‘ |\ )] .” | '|

| I | i I

P | | . o




o | | O 7

7
V. \
R










(

- gIE=

A

i

L

AT LA






A ] | NI
I ‘ 'l| D M

| - ] ‘ “ | o m‘| el |
| [ S 1 S o

‘II| N ﬂ{ '{ ( - | [ : | u\ T |
) | | | =

| N | 1} ! L
N y o I )
| | b T[] -
N ‘ | | [ |\ | || | r‘ lﬁ L | N | .
u L - 5 |
[ [| | [ ’ B | l| ] [ 'l |
| ﬂ[ | .‘ I

MW “ || \\ 1 HI] ‘ I R

- I | ) IR l I\ N I\ II N
| I | | |\

| ' ” | | | IR AT ‘ |\ )] .” | '|

| I | i I

P | | . o




ORIGINAL ARTWORK

L. D. WARREN

Attributed original artwork

Attribution based on stylistic comparison with signed examples appearing in the
magazine proofs.
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HI, MORTY, OL' BOY !

7y GOT SOMETHIN' ¥
T TELLYA... 47

COME N' J-JOIN ME-) 7

WHAT 1S 1T
ODAY, GUZWELL-
A CELEBRATION
OR A WAKE ?/

—

\

why do some guys drink to drown their SOITONS=—m
when dhey're not drinking to celebrate something?



/ WHAT?/ $19.95 FOR THAT HUNK
/, OF TIN? WHY I KNOW A GUY WHO
7 CAN GET ME THE EXACT

7 SAME THING FOR LESS
THAN HALF |

Why do some guys feel cheated unless they can get
it. wholesale?



(WHAT I SHOULD HAVE SAID TO THAT A7 (1
JOKER WAS-"YOU'RE SO SMART, B
HOW COME YOU DIONT GET INTO
THE MARKET YOURSELFF WHEN X

PRICES WERE AT IROCK BOTTOM?/*

-

f "{;
(/A
;

/

il e it L




wow!/
WHAT A PUTT/
TOO BAD YOU DECIDED }
TO PLAY THIS FINAL °




WHAT?! $19.95 FOR THAT HUNK
OF TIN? WHY I KNOW A GUY WH
CAN GET ME THE EXACT

SAME THING FOR LESS
‘ THAN HALF | 2%




WE LOST THE KEY TO OUR ,
MOTEL! SEEMS THE OL' GUY &~

WHO RAN THE PLACE WAS DEAF,
SEE, SO WHEN WE KNOCKED ...

////




FOUND A FIVE DOLLAR BILL F

ON THE STREET/ g I JUST READ
5) 772 ABOUT A MAN WHO

=/ "( FOUND SOME MONEY-
) ( AND THE NEXT DAY HE

:Hm“

W

N

N L A
Q)
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK

[

ARTIST UNIDENTIFIED

Signed original artwork

The following original drawing bears a signature
that has not yet been identified.
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SECTION THREE

Notes &

Correspondence

Actual letters, notes, drafts, and working papers

by 18 16 that avery one 1ikn to

mantg his ovn imaging
dusinesa in py 1
n

« Adolph

preserved with the Why Is It? material.

E AMERICAN MAGAZINE
640 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK 19,N. % June 29, 1953
Strauss
OFFICE OF THE EDITOR o

CARTOON ADVERTISIN

build anotha November 25, 1955

aftar,, vy

Mr. Adolph Strauss Taanks r/,r' the check, Adolph,
/ and I

Jot. e

et

Strauss Associates

he prompt pay~

: sate v
South appreciilad the drawings
Philadelphia 2, Pa Were wnat you wanted.
: ' One thing
. to tell you had you
o une S addre: L e orTice Wednesdey,
was thist In sum.lpnns‘:ey
Your letter of June 5 ssed to Mr. John W. 2?2222"‘3"325‘13?,‘3’”% S
McPherrin, Publisher, has been referred to me for reply. S 10 s, eeeh L
ript of waterial for 8
b Of course this is

Mr. Pax, the cartoonist who drew the cartoon in b o inniedvle rale, and L
question, tells me he has been using the title "y Is 1t on:for {

pass i
e _mgterial

It7" for some time and that, until he received a letter X o be plated - iny
from you, he was not aware that the phrase was registered {4 L5 ot i rather 1t not be, since
as a trademark. It is needless to say that so far as The | fhey vouid want to ANCOTPONELL,
Ameri is d we were similarly unaware # heir o stato reducgd to PUD”
lication 8iz€ are adequatle.

of your trademark. However, immediately upon the receipt
of your letter I issued instructions that the use of the
phrase should be discontinued and have so notified

Mr. Fox. I trust that this will meet withy your approval.

1 ‘tnink you have
ere, jand will awa!
& good 1dea nere, jand ¥

O(\A\ o nterest synbicate reactions:

— .

)

Now Youx Crry
MUssax Hux 69200

5!

ds
2 Memorandum
. +

y )
Kot fme o Ay

~—

e / /£
N S {’pf./,/ y0s
M/ e g 0

Ve

Cpnatr Aears.

f s

N

All documents shown above are reproduced from the collection.
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Why is it that we may carry a million and one miloollnuoul‘papm
in our ecoat pockets without ever losing a single sheet, but when

we put an important paper inm our pockets we are always checking

Why is it Ahat when we have so much to say ¥c & certain individual

and are J1 leyed up to say it, thet when we come face to face with
' : FW"’""% [ =3 &A-" ~
this guy the mind goes blank and mthins(\u left unsaid?

24 5 ¥

Why is it that when we are home we wish we were away, and when we
&1

are awey we wish thatnnro'\hm'
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2
When lights in the store are installed, the clerks feel as if
a dense fog has been lifted. Inventory taking ceases to be a guessing game
in a clean looking store. There is something about the KOG attainment
of a new object that embues a clerk with renewed enthusiasm. The store

manager xmgdx  weo- takes new pride in his surroundings

Som@\:or}dng in # poorly arranged surroundings semenew—ew—other have a

tendency to absorb some of that depressed atmosphere, Even though they
Pe deterrents

may try to rise above such Eepxwocimmx, eventually tphe physical layout

of the store gets the better of them
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WHY IS IT that the moment you don't give a darn

about "form" or “style" on the golf course you

- -

make some terrific shots?



Date ‘
From Adolph Strauss

To

Why is it that svery on~ like to build anothe

man's businrss in his own imagine after,,,,

ey
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THE AMERICAN MAGAZINE

640 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK I9,N. Y. VIR L June 29, 1953

OFFICE OF THE EDITOR

Mr. Adolph Strauss
Strauss Associates
Finance Building
South Penn Square
Philadelphia 2, Pa.

Dear Mr. Strauss:

Your letter of June 5 addressed to Mr. John W.
McPherrin, Publisher, has been referred to me for reply.

Mr. Fox, the cartoonist who drew the cartoon in
question, tells me he has been using the title "ilny Is
It?" for some time and that, until he received a letter
from you, he was not aware that the phrase was registered
as a trademark. It is needless to say that so far as The
American Magazine is concerned we were similarly unaware
of your trademark. However, immediately upon the receipt
of your letter I issued instructions that the use of the
phrase should be discontinued and have 8o notified
Mr. Fox. I trust that this will meet with) your approval.

SB:T .
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Onc of the reoasons why those who are in ihim general lines cannot get
too excited about the auto accessory business is due to the fact that in

reduced
these past few years they have xziexafed this particular department to

to a very mbnor role in their scheme of things. And ménor actors do not
in
as a rule get much into the limelight wibh the/evitable resglt that they

fade away from lack of vitamini SEE.

I'm not opposed to carrying non-related items in retail stores
provided these mem new additions are not added at the xponse of those

with which one has been identified for so many years., lMust the advert-
complecto

ising of many years be dissipabked to the point of evaporation? After
many ycars of accessory advertising the public cxpects to find all the
plaiciniainl

new accessories in these stores wmmdminfxahinaymenrmh tmfdmdmbinemttieyrhkix

michimgmxutmmextiaymemmax but ,unfortunatgly,most of these wanted items
outletse, a department

are not available at these retailmex. One cannot neglect Ihmsm fxapmx

and expect this branch of the business to function with maximum efficiency.
not having all/latest in

XIngexrerxankomokivexprogueksxare In addition to xkehxikxkxxaskimxxPory

auto accessories the general store operator expects his sales clerk to
know all the answers, It is bad enough trying to get a salesman to be

proficient in one line,these days,let alone expect him to be expert at
ﬂixnzxxpxndnnkxx a dozen and one dixziitng different and sundry
aelling namyxdiwversifimdxitemey fymoonmhznf .

products,

hipnehotnofredreneitdrnegme rmxxs

the
mmdmatm The art of selling needs a/Eﬁglfadronaline and selling of divers

items by one individual isn't the prescription for the dure
Since automotive products are appearing on the market with unfailing

rcgularity)somoone is going to sell them and if isn't the general store
FEFxLakizrdx

A
it will be the/specialty outlets mmmhxzsxihr among which are the newly

revitalized service stations,garages and car dealers. Many of the small
retailers have grown mx rathor plump on the castaways of the chains. And
speaking of "castaways" mony chains have been bitten by the "big ticlket"

th
octopus that se}#ing small items has becone gnnow m® no one wants,
This attitude by management is reftected down to the



- &ﬁ)

™

askance and
sales clerk who looks/with [disdain at the anyone wanting ---pardon the

expression ---a xamXXx small priced item, This attitude of indifference

on the part of management toward the sale of small items is forcing the
general store operator to restricting his purchases of the smeall priced
products to a skeleton stock with the result that his variety in any one
line is reduced to a selective minimum.This kind of merchandising doesn't
offer pmeh a customer much selection and is tantamount to saying to the
customer "you'!ll take what we have®and kikmxit not whaty;: wvantf. You can
tell a customer to do so much after which he tells you that he's going
elsewhere.There are too many places wvhere grecater 3arioty of mmrahamixie

onc line of merchandise is available for any customer to remain "loyal"

to one store for longe

Another wealmess in the system of generalization in the auto accessory chain

is the inventory problem. Hhmmxﬁhmxhnmmmmmmsnxxnnxixnimxnnnxnpmxmmpnmmmhn

Regardless of the demand,season or no season,the inventory on auto access-
ories will be automotically reduced'if there is an overload of inventory on
other lines.If the sales on hunting equipment ~re not up to expectations

afd the stock of these items are too heavy you can depend on ik the access-
getting
ory department buyer miixxgek instructionsto lower the boom on buying.

If the electrical end ar the work clothes sales are scraping bottom put ¥
youn money. gccessories"to come in %%gg. Does one moed a crystalkx ball to find
e to

the answe?®to why these stores ar accessories minded?
Mymknmhxttm Nodoubt you have heard about the old ads

which read "They laughed when he sat dovn to play the piano" and how he

fooled them all. When he sat dovm to play his mmitigmmm friends were amazed
well

to find that he lmew the score..fand how/he ‘playeéd.




5 1ost their ident-
: Zoarrzories,
S e accessory field for/fyxyokhmr

greener puciquV,J“csc-Operators'have lost the majob part of the automotive
business to those who have decided to remain mmrexor in : 3 es
Tields If you were to ask the operatorx of the general xkarezs outlets

how he is doing in the automotive end of the business you will probably
get a pmeh very Rixirssingrant discoraging micimrm report.According to his
viewpoint the auto accessory business is deader than the dodo and should h
have been buried with the horse cars. But if you look at the record of tho
se who kept close to accessory field field Hou will sec a much brighter
picture. Those thing runningharound the streets and highwaysby the million

. nor are thoge :
mdrgreak areﬂ;hantoms 3* made of indestructible substance.JZ%4jLﬁ Soomty s



CARTOON ADVERTISING

Ray Thompson

116 Greenwood Ave.
Wyncote, Penna.

and 1
appreclate the prompt pay-
ment. Glad the drawings
were wnat you wanted.

One thing
/ 1 wanteu to tell you had you
4 been in your office Wednesday,
was this: In submitting a
feature to a syndicate, they
expect to see two weeks finished.
work - 1in addition to roughs or
script of material for another
two weeks. Of course this is
not an inflexible rule, and I
pass it on  for what its wigth.

7/ - The mgterial

F does not have to be plated - iny

£ fact they'd rather it not be, since
jng they would want to incorporate
i thelr own syndicate slug 1in the

copy. <trhotostats reaucgg to pub-
lication sl,e are adequane.

I think you have
a good ldea nere, /and wlll awalt
with interest syndicate reactions.




I16 Greenwood Ave.- Wyncote, Penna.

RAY THOMPSON STUDIOS

liewspaper Syndicates

s+ King Features, 235 kast 45th 3t., New York 17 -

Ward Greene, Genl. lgr.

O « NeA Service, Inc. 1200 West Third St., Cleveland 13
Ernest Lynn, Features Editor

+ National Newspaper Syndicate, 326 W. iadlson <t
Jonn C. Dille, Mgr. Cnhicago 6, 111l.

> Hardale Syndicate, 30 East 60th 38t. N. X, 22
Norris Harkness, Genl. lgr.

zditor's Syndicate ( of New York) 12 . 4lst St., W& 17
H. R. Wishengrad, Genl. kgr.

ReuapLe TN . cewiaadars

¥ YMWT UKELY o ge ® J SynoicaTE “CiANTs”
INTEREITED ) weM BUT Touen To Camk

PAVEL  FEXTURE
> {NEW OUTATY - MAY 0c

0O | Trese Ae Ma' COCKING Furl MATEIAL
OFFatl A BLanKeET

PACE ofF FERNTURET

TO PAPERS ~ |F Yu)

HIT T AT A TME

WHEN THEYRE LookinNG

Foll Mew STUEF, Mieac

k‘|r A CUANCE .
“




I16 Greenwood Ave.- Wyncote, Penna.

RAY THOMPSON STUDIOS

NewsPArin FEATUnl SINDLCATWS

x McNaught Syndicate - 60 East 42nd St., N. Y. 17
Chas. V. McAdam, Pres, Mildred M.Bellah, ed.

+ Chicago Sun-Times Syndicate - 211 W. Wacker Dr., Chic 6
Harry B. Baker, Genl. Mgr., suss—owewsrtj-sd.

¥ General Features Corp., 250 Park ave., N. Y. 17
George Little, Executive kditor

% Post-Hall Syndicate, 342 Madison Ave., N. Y. 17
Robert k. Hall, Gen. Mgr.

» United Features, Inc., 220 East 42nd St., N. Y, 17
Laurence Rutman, Genl. Mgr.

> Mirror Enterprises Syndicate, Mirror Bldg. 145 S, Spring
Rex Barley, Executive Ed. Los Angeles 53, Ca.

% Reglster & Tribune Syndicate
715 Locust St., Des Moines 4, lowa
Henry P. Martin Jr., Mgr.

¢ Chicago-Tribune, N. Y., News Syn. 220 Last 42nd St., Ny 17
Maurice T. Reilly, Executive Edlitor

N. Y. Herald Tribune Syndicate, 230 W. 41st St. N y 36
John Dema, Mgr.

O 4.fF. News Features, 50 rockefeller rlaze, N. Y. 20
Frank J. Starzel Genl. Mgr., kd Fleming, comics ed

> Columbia Features Inc. 36 W. 44tn 3t., N. Y. 36
James L. Lenahan, FPres.

# FPublishers Syndicate, 30 N. LaSalle St., Chicago 2
Harold H. Anderson, kdltor

¥ Newspaper Features 3yndicate Inc., & N. Michlgan Ave., .
Robert 4. Cooper, fres. Chicago 2 5

George Matthew 4Adaws Service, 444 kadlson Ave., K,di/22“"t
Miss Jessie Sleignt, Zditor
Press Features Inec., 101 rark, N. X. 17
Arthur Fletcher, Genl. Mgr.

MeClure Newspaper Syndicate il!ﬂﬂllﬂﬁgn!ﬂt N.- X, 36
Josepg By Xgnelli, Ve f;)722 We L3rd ‘
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Larry Feldman

Mr. Feldman - Thank you so much for your interest and letter! What a wonderful surprise. Yes,
indeed George J. Evans Jr. was my daddy. He passed away in 1996 at the ripe old age of 85 and
had his sense of humor (and his senses) up until his last breath.

| don't remember the particular cartoon series you sent but do remember your grandfather and
going to Mr. Strauss' advertising agency on Chestnut St or Walnut St. with my Dad where he
work every Monday for years.

| went to the website indicated on the cartoons you sent me and of course recognize the style
of many of the cartoons. | also saw a listing for the "Pep Boys" rendition. My Dad did that too.
| don't have it but my nephew (George's grandson) is also an artist in Phila and my Dad gave
him much of his work. If you like, | can check with him to see if he has it.

| can't tell you how much it means to me to have someone seek me out to let me know that my
Dad's work is appreciated!

Thank you again - by the way - who is Tom Christopher? | don't recognize the name.

Best Regards,
Pat Sullivan

Pat Sullivan

Beyond Basics, L.L.C.

The Travel Management Resource

10480 Little Patuxent Parkway, Suite 400
Columbia, MD 21044

Phone: 410-997-0800

Fax: 410-997-8109

www.beyondbasics.com
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A collection of Adolph Strauss’s classic observations,

preserved through original proofs, artwork,

notes, and correspondence.
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